
 

 

Parallel Comparison Chart: Civil Rights & Holocaust 

Theme Civil Rights Movement (U.S.) Holocaust (Europe) 
Historical 
Context 

Segregation and racial discrimination under Jim 
Crow laws in the United States 

Antisemitism and totalitarian control under 
Nazi Germany 

Targeted 
Group African Americans Jewish people and other persecuted groups 

Youth at the 
Center 

Emmett Till, a 14-year-old boy whose murder 
exposed racial terror 

Anne Frank, a teenage girl whose diary 
revealed life under persecution 

Systemic 
Injustice 

Biased legal systems, all-white juries, lack of 
accountability 

Laws stripping rights, ghettos, deportations, 
and state-organized murder 

Role of 
Families 

Mamie Till-Mobley demanded the world 
witness the truth 

Otto Frank preserved Anne’s words to 
educate future generations 

Public 
Awareness 

Photographs and media coverage sparked 
national outrage 

Survivor testimony and documentation 
revealed genocide 

Response to 
Injustice 

Nonviolent protest, boycotts, and organized 
resistance 

Underground resistance, documentation, 
survival, and testimony 

Global Impact Fueled the Civil Rights Movement and future 
equality laws 

Led to international human rights 
awareness and “Never Again” 

Core Lesson Silence allows injustice to continue Indifference enables atrocity 
Message for 
Today Speak up against racism and inequality Confront hatred and defend human dignity 
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